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Commissioner for Patents 
PO Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 
Sir: 

This is an information disclosure statement submitted under 37 CFR 1.97-1.98, 
within the time period specified by 37 CFR 1.97(c). 

A Form PTO-1449 and copies of the references listed therein are attached. One 

reference is an international publication that is written in the Japanese language. English 

language information about the international publication is being provided in the form of 

the other reference, which appears to be the U.S. counterpart. 

~ The international publication was cited by the Japanese Patent Office during 
• c 

5 o prosecution of the Japanese application whose priority is claimed in the present U.S. 
^< application. An English translation of a relevant portion of the Japanese Office Action is 

si 

I?<genclosed i 
^cm' :D inference. 
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a 2 <° enclosed to provide further English language information about the relevance of the 



The Japanese Office Action was mailed on January 27, 2004. Accordingly, 
pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(c)(1), it is hereby certified that the international publication 
was first cited in a communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign 
application not more than three months prior to the filing of this information disclosure 
statement. 

In view of the foregoing, it is respectfully requested that the references be 
considered and made of record. 



Respectfully submitted, 




Allen Wood 
(Registration No. 28,134) 
Customer No. 23995 
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EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609; draw line through 
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